
Thursday, July 25, 6:00 pm

BEYOND BOOK CLUB
Tattered Cover Aspen Grove

Recommended Reading Book Talk
Our Aspen Grove booksellers are excited to share their favorite books 

for adult readers and book groups.
Everyone is welcome!

        Again, But Better by Christine Riccio
reviewed by Aspen Grove Bookseller Alina Mathews

Again, But Better by Christine Riccio—the first book by the popular booktuber—is about Shane who goes to 
London for a study abroad program. There, she meets new friends and has new adventures, and tries to put herself 
out there more than she ever has. She goes on this study abroad program because she wants to “redo” her first 

college experience. She has such a great personality and she was so fun to read about. This book is a self-discovery story, 
and I believe the author was trying to relate to the ready that you need to take chances and do things that scare you and 
put yourself out there.

I really liked the writing style and the structure of the novel. This book is broken into two sections and there is a clear 
divide between sections. That divide helped to keep the story moving. I also loved Shane. I really related to her since she is 
a young woman who is introverted and shy and loves to read and write. Towards the end of the novel, there is a part where 
she travels to Edinburgh by herself and goes to places related to Harry Potter. That just sounds like something I’d do!

This book helps to encourage young girls, and everyone really, to follow their passions even if it is against their parents 
and to put themselves out there. Again, But Better is an excellent read for all contemporary YA lovers.

Rough Magic by Lara Prior-Palmer
reviewed by Aspen Grove Bookseller Kathy Esher

An English girl, just out of high school, is sacked from her first job as a nanny in Austria. She casts about online 
to figure out what her next move will be, and decides to enter the Mongolian Derby. Well, of course, “the world’s 
longest, toughest horse race” involving dozens of riders racing a series of twenty-five wild ponies across 1,000 

kilometers of Mongolian grassland, would be the logical next step (no pun intended) to take.
Reading Rough Magic—a nonfiction memoir, by the way—it seems unlikely that 19 year old Lara Prior-Palmer will 

last two days in the race she has entered, much less end up victorious, and yet day after day she manages to stay in the race. 
Before the race starts, all the competitors gather in the city of Ulaanbaatar, and it is here that we begin to understand how 
completely unprepared Lara is for what is to come. Yes, she’s ridden horses before, but not for more than a few hours at a 
time. Yes, riding is in the family. Her aunt is a celebrated events rider in England, but, as near as we can tell, has not helped 
her get ready for this challenge. She has not trained physically, packed properly, or gotten all the required vaccinations.

“Delving into my suitcase, I pulled out a collection of tangled ropes and confused penknives that had spent their lives 
dormant in my brothers’ drawers. There was also a copy of The Tempest, which I had taken no interest in at school, but 
after leaving had found myself diving into for comfort.” In addition, Lara has packed a Winnie the Pooh notebook which 
was her journal during the race, and a bungee cord which, if she must spend the night under the stars, will serve as a 
tether, with one end attached to the wild pony’s bridle, and the other end tied around her tummy. (?!)

I began to wonder if her willingness to surrender to each moment, rather than try to control her situation, was key to 
her success. The book progresses as the race does; day by day, station by station. It is an account of both external events, 
and internal ruminations, with facts about Ghengis Khan, Mongolian customs and culture, and the occasional Persian 
poem and Shakespearean line thrown in for good measure. What does an endurance athlete, at a crossroads in her life, 
think about in the vastness of the Mongolian Steppe, during a 1,000 kilometer race?

This book reminds me somewhat of H is for Hawk, in that both are memoirs of women finding their way out of 
difficult places in their lives by choosing, and completing a great challenge. It’s a great read for biography/ memoir 
readers with an interest in nature, travel, and of course, horses.

Water Cure by Sophie Macintosh
reviewed by Aspen Grove Fiction Book Club Member Jackie Powell

A book I recommend is The Water Cure by Sophie Mackintosh. It begins in what seems to be an island dystopian 
setting, where a family of father, mother, and three daughters is separated from the toxicity of the rest of the 
world. Women come to them to receive the Water Cure, which helps them overcome the effects of abuse and 

other poisonous effects to their minds and bodies, especially those from men. These healings have stopped by the time 
the story begins, which is told by the three daughters, separately and together.  One day, the father leaves in a boat for 
one of his supply runs; he doesn’t return. The women cope, but begin to need some of the staples from the outside world. 
Two men and a boy appear, and they gain the confidence of the women. The trajectory of the tale changes drastically, and 
beyond this point would be spoilers. It is well-written, and I enjoyed the audio version on a long plane ride. The unusual 
and sometimes disturbing relationships of the family to each other are presented, and expand as the story continues, 
slowly revealing interesting fillips that later explain the story arc. 
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The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See
reviewed by Aspen Grove Fiction Book Club Member Kira Buono

The Island of Sea Women explores the unique matrifocal society on Jeju Island, located off the coasts of South 
Korea and Japan. The story follows Young-sook as a child through when she is an 80-something year old great-
grandmother. As a haenyeo (a sea woman), Young-sook was taught by her mother to be a careful and precise 

diver in order to support her household and to allow her brothers to get an education.  Everything Young-sook does in 
her life is based off of this type of moral code. Despite all of the tragedy in her life, Young-sook still finds a way to move 
through her struggles to always provide for her family. 

The book follows Young-sook in two different timelines—growing up (from about age 15 on) and then in 2008 
when she is in her 80s. The book is masterfully crafted, as the reader can get a real sense of the growth of the main 
character. Through See’s narrative, the reader is taken through decades of South Korean history and how the landscape, 
society, and culture have changed through the island’s occupation, through war, and through an unsettled political 
climate. Have a tissue box handy when reading!

Young-sook is my favorite character in this story. We watch her grow from a 15 year old to an 80-something (who 
still dives!), and evolve as a young adult, a mother, a wife, a daughter-in-law, and as a member of society despite all of 
the tragedy she has seen in her life. The importance of family and the power of tradition is very strong. Also, the book 
showcases how absolutely amazing the haenyeo of Jeju Island are—this part intrigued me. Any part about the diving 
collective is fascinating. I mean these women dive deep into the ocean for harvesting without using any oxygen tanks 
or breathing aids!

This book is absolute essential reading for anyone who wants to learn more about the haenyeo culture in the 
matrifocal society on Jeju Island in South Korea. It showcases the terror people felt during the various occupations 
of their island and numerous regime changes while it also centers around the strength and importance of family and 
tradition laced with Shamanism rituals. While it is historical fiction, See has extensively researched this novel and 
visited some of the haenyeo women in order to write this novel. I read Lisa See’s The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane 
and adored it—that is one of the reasons I picked up The Island of Sea Women. Five out of five stars.

Bad Blood by John Carreyrou
reviewed by Aspen Grove Bookseller Kathy Baum

Despite knowing the ending of this true story, I was captivated by the drama in the Bad Blood by John Carreyrou 
from beginning to end. You might say I’m obsessed with all things Theranos. I’ve watched the HBO documentary, 
listened to the podcast “The Dropout”, and when I heard on NPR and in multiple bookish newsletters about the 

book I had to read it (and it won’t surprise you that the book version of the story is far and away the most thorough and 
interesting). Luckily, it was available on Libro.fm on audio, so I could start right away.

Bad Blood documents the inside story of the rise and fall of Silicon Valley company Theranos and its captivating 
CEO Elizabeth Holmes. Wall Street Journal reporter John Carreyrou helped break the story of one of the biggest 
corporate frauds of our time. The book is full of in-depth reporting. 

Bad Blood is for anyone who likes business books and thrilling nonfiction. But anyone who enjoys a “the bigger 
they are the harder they fall” drama will also find it interesting. I, too, fell for the captivating story of CEO Elizabeth 
Holmes, the blonde-haired blue-eyed young, female head of a Silicon Valley start-up. Holmes garnered national media 
attention, adorning the covers of Forbes, Fortune, and was the subject of a lengthy profile in the New Yorker. Everyone 
believed—wanted to believe—the nineteen-year-old Stanford drop-out who promised a medical revolution. Holmes 
sold the public—and investors, media, employees, and government officials—on her vision of a blood test using only 
a drop of blood instead of the standard, uncomfortable vein draw. But it was too good to be true. 

The whistle blowers who spoke up for patients receiving error-ridden medical test results are the true heroes of 
the story. They revealed the company’s deceit, despite aggressive threats from Theranos executives, its Board and its 
lawyers. I take a few things from this story. One: the importance of the role of a free press in society. Without the 
dogged, fearless reporting of author John Carreyrou, Holmes might still be harming patients with error-prone medical 
tests results. Two: the bravery of whistleblowers who speak out, despite the threat of retaliation, and continue to speak 
out even when others don’t believe them. And finally, three: we should always, always question and demand proof. Yes, 
visionaries see the world in ways that can cause disruption and positive change. But substance, truth and ethics must 
be the foundation of these grand promises. Five out of five stars.

The Alice Network by Kate Quinn
reviewed by Aspen Grove Fiction Book Club Moderator Lizz Lewis

The Alice Network was one of those books that I bought when it first came out in paperback and then promptly 
put it aside to read later. Time went on and people kept telling me how great it was and I kept thinking, “yeah, 
yeah, I’m sure it’s great, I’ll read it someday.” Then it was chosen for the Fiction Book Club to read for the month 

of July and I was glad…I really had intended to read it, and this was the motivation I needed to bring it closer to the 
top of the pile.

What A Great Book. Capital letters all around. In a subgenre thick with WWII stories, especially women coping 
with life in WWII, it’s easy to glaze over some of them. Please don’t do that with this book. The dual-story line is equally 
intriguing and suspenseful, the characters are three-dimensional and grow well with the story, it’s well-written and 
the pages fly by. It’s one of those books that totally envelops you to the point where you look up and blink a few times 
before realizing you’re not in the room with Charlie, Eve, Lili or Finn (or, Lord help you, Rene). While Quinn does 
manage to tie the story up with a nice little bow at the end, it manages to not feel contrived. 

Please read this book. One of my few 4-star reviews on GoodReads. I hadn’t yet finished it when I went out and 
bought Quinn’s second novel, The Huntress. If it’s half as good as The Alice Network, it’s well worth every penny 
and page. 
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Middlegame by Seanan McGuire
reviewed by Aspen Grove Manager Portia Graf 

I recognized the unique cover of Middlegame by Seanan McGuire from two places: first, it was an Advanced Listening 
Copy provided to me by Libro.fm, and second, it was in an email from Goodreads.com. What intrigued me was the 
line in the email claiming that an author I had read and rated was releasing a new book…but I hadn’t read any Seanan 

McGuire. I read on, discovering that Seanan McGuire is a pen name for Mira Grant, the author of Into the Drowning 
Deep, the book I chose as my best read of 2018. Naturally, I HAD to listen to Middlegame.

In the beginning, we meet Roger—a nine year old boy with an incredible knack for language. He is gifted with a deep 
understanding of words and comes to understand the ways of the world via the power of story. One day, out of nothing he 
begins hearing the voice of a nine year old girl in his head, a girl named Dodger who has a similar understanding of the 
world, but via mathematics. Though unsure if she really exists—and vice versa—Roger and Dodger become best friends, 
talking to each other telepathically from across the country, seeing each other’s worlds through new eyes, and bonding 
in ways that no two others possibly could.

Over the course of their lives, they struggle through hardships and heartache together—often times due to one 
another, leading to spans of five or more years without contact. But they keep finding each other, both in the real world 
and in their minds. They come to realize their bond strengthens each of their abilities (mathematics and language) to 
inhumane degrees, and they realize that they are not exactly human, but not exactly gods either. Not yet, at least.

Before they know it, they are using everything they have to survive a mysterious group of people set on “terminating” 
their “versions” of themselves. They have to figure out who and what they are, both to each other and in general terms, 
on the fly while also trying to stay five steps ahead of a powerful group of alchemists bent on ascending to the Impossible 
City as gods.

At first—especially when nine years old—I really did not like Dodger’s character. I thought she was sassy in a 
disrespectful way, irritating in her mannerisms, and overall a nuisance. I kept thinking, “God, that poor boy with this 
irritating brat stuck in his head!” Then, as the book progressed, she really grew into herself and realized she did not 
like who she was as a person. She was lonely and suicidal and depressed, all things that I deeply identified with, and it 
changed my view of her almost completely. Suddenly, I saw so much of myself in Dodger’s social life and her struggles 
with being so deeply engrossed in one subject well beyond that of my peers (mine was definitely language though…
NOT math…) and I felt like I truly understood her character. She went from the worst to the best in just a few chapters. 
I just hope I wasn’t that irritating as a nine year old, too!

The structure of the book is a bit confusing, I won’t lie. There are these chapter titles that reference different timelines 
and universes that is hard to mentally map, but I found that when I ignored them and pushed through, the story read 
just fine. I do admit that I think I may have enjoyed it a bit more had I read it as opposed to listening just because I’m 
more of a visual thinker, but the audio book was well made and entertaining, and I still give it four of five stars. I could 
not (figuratively) put it down.

This is not the book for you if you need something with a very straightforward plot and an open explanation close to 
the beginning; this book does not offer that. But readers of books like The 7 1/2 Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle by Stuart 
Turton or Stories of Your Life and Others by Ted Chiang will love Middlegame.

“Godhood is attainable. Pray it isn’t attained.”

Field Guide to Dumb Birds of North America by Matt Kracht
reviewed by Aspen Grove Bookseller Roxie Harrington

If you’ve ever been a birdwatcher, and have an offbeat sense of humor, you will enjoy this: The Field Guide to Dumb 
Birds of North America, by Matt Kracht. I cannot post any of the descriptions given to our favorite birds for fear of 
censorship, but you can tell Mr. Kracht has a deep knowledge and affection for the objects of his ridicule, and a great 

sense of twisted humor. CAVEAT: THIS IS AN ADULT BOOK, NOT FOR LITTLE ONES. If you read it out loud, you’ll 
want to wash your mouth out with soap!

“There are loads of books out there for bird lovers, but until now, nothing for those that love to hate birds. The Field 
Guide to Dumb Birds of North America fills the void, packed with snarky illustrations that chastise the flying animals 
in a funny, profane way.” —Uncrate

Silent Patient by Alex Michaeldes
reviewed by Aspen Grove Buyer Margaret Noteman 

Alicia, a promising artist, murdered her photographer husband, Gabriel, in a particularly gruesome manner. She 
has remained silent ever since, her only communication a self-portrait, and post-conviction is living at the Grove, 
a mental hospital. Why did Alicia kill her husband? 

Theo, our narrator and guide to her story, is a psychotherapist new to The Grove and wants to discover what really 
happened that night. Will Alicia reveal her secrets?

I’d tell you my favorite part, but this one is very easy to spoil. Come along for the ride. I’m glad I did.        

The Book of Bunny Suicides: Little Fluffy Rabbits Who Just Don’t Want to Live 
Anymore by Andy Riley

reviewed by Aspen Grove Bookseller Daniel Thorne

The Book of Bunny Suicides: Little Fluffy Rabbits Who Just Don’t Want to Live Anymore: A book 
of cartoons demonstrating the inventiveness of bunny suicide. I’m not kidding. Google it.

This humorous collection—targeted for adult readers, by the way—is probably the greatest book of 
bunny suicide cartoons ever published. It’s minimalistic, but rich, especially for someone with a dark sense 
of humor. If you like morbid comedy like Happy Tree Friends or Edward Gorey, then this is the book for you.

“Watership Down for the deeply sick. Very imaginative, very funny, very worrying if you’re the author’s 
mother.” —Richard Curtis, screenwriter, director, producer                              
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Beyond Book Club
Last Thursday of every month, 6:00 pm, 

Tattered Cover Aspen Grove
Our Aspen Grove booksellers are excited to share their favorite books for 
adult readers and book groups. Receive 10 % off any recommended book 
during the evening of the book talk. 

Aspen Grove Book Clubs
Everyone is welcome to join us for one (or more!) of the following book club 
meetings. For book selections, please pick up a monthly calendar in-store or check 
online at www.tatteredcover.com/tc-weekly-bestsellers.
Aspen Grove Fiction Book Club • Meets at 3:00 pm on the third 
Saturday of every month at the Tattered Cover Aspen Grove.
Aspen Grove Nonfiction Book Club • Meets at 6:30 pm on the 
third Saturday of every month at the Tattered Cover Aspen Grove.

Other Book Clubs
Denver7 Book Club • Meteorologist Lisa Hidalgo not only knows 
the weather, she knows great books, and is an avid reader! Join us 
each month for light refreshments and a lively discussion of Lisa’s 
monthly book pick. The Denver7 Book Club is reserved for guests 21+. 
Registration is required, visit tatteredcover.com.

Book Club Discounts
•  Quanity discounts: 5 to 24 copies of the same title - 10 % discount; 25+ of 

   the same title - 15% discount

•  TC Book Club Books - 10% discount on books presented during that month

•  Recommened Reading Books - 10% discount the day of the talk

Upcoming Events
The Tattered Cover has a long history of hosting author events, 
averaging over 500 a year. For complete and up-to-date information on 
the happenings at Tattered Cover, please pick up a monthly calendar 
in our stores or visit tatteredcover.com/events. All events are subject to 
changes beyond our control.

Beyond Book Club 
Playlist!

Tattered Cover has teamed up with our 
friends at Libro.fm to create a playlist of all 
Aspen Grove’s recommends for the month. 
To visit use the code on the left or go to https://
libro.fm/playlists/beyond-book-club.

Bringing People & Books Together Since 1971
Aspen Grove 303-470-7050   •  24 hours a day at  tatteredcover.com  

Hours: Monday - Friday, 10:00 am - 9:00 pm; Saturday, 9:00 am - 9:00 pm; 
Sunday, 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Subscribe to the Aspen Grove Customer e-Newsletter, in-store or online!
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Dragonflight by Anne McCaffrey
reviewed by Aspen Grove Bookseller Anna Berger

I remember seeing my older brother reading Dragonflight by Anne McCaffrey and snuck it out of his room (I was 
a teenager). I became the first science fiction fantasy novel I read that was written for adults.

In this book, the land of Pern will soon have to defend itself from the ravages of Thread, a voracious enemy that 
falls from the sky.  However, other obstacles stand in their way first: the dragon riders, traditional defenders of Pern, 
have dwindled; their leaders have become lazy and isolationist; and a warlord is intent on taking over the continent. 
Worst of all, the people of Pern no longer believe Thread is coming.

Although it is the first in a series, it stands well on it’s own. McCaffrey also played an important role in the movement 
to write strong, realiztic women in the previously male-dominated genre. So, if you’re looking for a classic sci-fi/ fantasy 
story that doesn’t read like a noir detective novel and that has well-developed female characters, pick up Dragonflight 
by Anne McCaffrey. 

The Princess Bride by William Goldman
reviewed by Aspen Grove Bookseller Jennifer Martin

Since I saw and half-memorized the movie version of The Princess Bride first, it’s hard not to compare the two. It’s 
also hard not to compare the two when so many covers feature the movie-characters without really being a movie 
tie-in cover. The movie is just better known.

I love both. 
Buttercup, eventually the world’s most beautiful woman, falls in love with Westley. Westley goes to seek his fortune 

and is presumably killed by pirates. Knowing love is now impossible for her, she agrees to a political marriage with 
Prince Humperdinck, who’d much rather be hunting, but apparently marriage is part of the rulership thang. And then 
Buttercup gets kidnapped. Adventure ensues. Buttercup is a pragmatic ditz and it’s fantastic.

The purpose of this book is to fake a Classic Tale with Classic Themes and then force people to love it by sending it 
through a child’s fevered imagination. Except it’s really the adult’s recollection of his childhood fevered imagination, 
but what else can you expect of a Loving Parody? The book is both a parody of fantasy/ fairy tales, and a loving homage 
to them. The writing is humorous and witty, and the conceit of an “abridged” old-ass classic works wonders when 
“skipping the boring bits.”

It’s a timeless classic of a fake forgotten classic.
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