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Upcoming Active Minds Events at Tattered Cover 
 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019, 12:30-1:30 pm, Aspen Grove Store 
Aviation: From Kitty Hawk to Today 
Join Active Minds for a review of aviation in the United States. We will begin the story with the 
Wright Brothers and end with a look at the airline industry today, including the possibility of 
supersonic flights again in the not too distant future. In between, we’ll visit Charles Lindbergh, 
Amelia Earhart, aviation in the military, and the increased use of drone aircraft. 
 
Tuesday, April 23, 2019, 5:00-6:00 pm, Colfax Store 
Renewable Energy 
Energy from renewable sources (solar, wind, geothermal, hydro, etc.) is an important part of the 
future of energy in the U.S. and the world. The issues involved are complex, involving technical 
challenges, economic issues, as well as environmental, political and social factors. Join Active 
Minds as we survey the current state of renewable energy and look at the various forces that 
will influence how these resources will evolve in the future. 
 
Tuesday, May 14, 2019, 12:30-1:30 pm, Colfax Store 
Lebanon 
Join Active Minds as we trace the history of the current situation in Lebanon. We will provide 
the background necessary to understand the rise of Hezbollah, Lebanon’s Shiite militia, and 
Lebanon’s role in the Arab-Israeli conflict, including the complex relationship with its neighbor 
Syria. Come learn how this important country fits into the puzzle that is the Middle East. 
 
Tuesday, May 28, 2019, 5:00-6:00 pm, Colfax Store 
Tobacco 
The global tobacco market exceeds half a trillion dollars annually. If tobacco were a country, it 
would be roughly the 20th largest economy in the world. Join Active Minds as we tell the story 
of tobacco, from its roots to its leaves. We will cover the origins of tobacco, the role it has 
played in history as a plantation crop, and the rise and fall of tobacco in the U.S. As part of that, 
we’ll discuss how tobacco’s adverse health effects impacted society, consumption and created 
one of the largest legal settlements in history. We will end with a brief discussion of e-cigarettes 
and vaping. 
 
Tuesday, June 11, 2019, 12:30-1:30 pm, Aspen Grove Store 
China's Human Rights Struggle 
Thirty years ago, China’s human rights issues were showcased to the world by the bloody 
crackdown on peaceful protesters in Tiananmen Square. Join Active Minds as we look at how 
modern China’s economic growth has often come at the expense of human rights. We will 
highlight the ways in which the Chinese has repressed political dissent, as well as ways in 
which ethnic minorities have been negatively impacted. 
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Tuesday, June 25, 2019, 5:00-6:00 pm, Colfax Store 
The Future of Bees 
Found on every continent except Antarctica, bees are vital pollinators, making possible much of 
the food humans eat. In recent years, however, crucial bee species have experienced 
significant loss. Since the 1990s, the bumblebee population has plunged almost 
90%. Additionally, since 2006, a malady called Colony Collapse Disorder has afflicted 
honeybee populations.  Join Active Minds as we dive into the world of bees and examine the 
factors that are affecting these important species. 
 
Tuesday, July 9, 2019, 12:30-1:30 pm, Colfax Store 
Railroads  
This May marked the 150 year anniversary of the “Golden Spike” that completed the 
construction of the First Transcontinental Railroad. Join Active Minds as we review the rich 
history of railroads in the United States. We will explore the role they played in building a young 
country as well as the industry titans that emerged to build and control them. We will bring the 
story all the way up to the present, discussing current freight and passenger train issues and 
opportunities. All aboard! 
 
Tuesday, July 23, 2019, 5:00-6:00 pm, Colfax Store 
Leonardo da Vinci  
Inventor, artist, scientist, engineer, architect, philosopher, and more. Leonardo da Vinci was a 
true “Renaissance Man” and a clear creative genius. Join Active Minds as we review his life, 
work, and lasting impact. This program makes an excellent primer to a visit to the da Vinci 
exhibit at the Denver Museum of Nature & Science running through August 25, 2019.  
 
Tuesday, August 13, 2019, 12:30-1:30 pm, Aspen Grove Store 
Brazil 
The early 2000s was a time of immense optimism and growth in Brazil under the leadership of 
Presidents Luiz Inácio da Silva and his successor Dilma Rousseff, both of the Brazilian 
Workers Party. Corruption scandals, however, led to the impeachment of Rousseff in 2016 and 
the imprisonment of Lula in 2018.  In January 2019, Jair Bolsonaro became President of Brazil, 
marking a significant shift to the right in Brazilian politics. Join Active Minds as we explore 
Brazil’s bumpy political ride and what it may suggest for the future of the largest nation in South 
America. 
 
Tuesday, August 27, 2019, 5:00-6:00 pm, Colfax Store 
Japan 
From imperialist empire to economic power, Japan has a complicated and fascinating history. 
Join Active Minds as we trace the evolution of the modern Japanese state from its ancient roots 
to the present. We will cover the impact of Japan's involvement in World War II as well as their 
economic recession in the 1990's. 
 
 
Store Locations:  (All events are free and open to the public.) 
LoDo: 1628 16th Street at Wynkoop in downtown Denver, 80202 
Colfax: 2526 East Colfax, two blocks east of York, Denver, 80206 
Aspen Grove: 7301 S Santa Fe Dr, Littleton, CO 80120. 
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