Thursday, March 28, 6:00 pm

TATTERED COVER
ASPEN GROVE BOOK TALK
Our Aspen Grove booksellers are excited to share their favorite
books for adult readers and book groups.
Everyone is welcome!

The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead

I

reviewed by Aspen Grove Bookseller Jennifer Martin

give The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead top marks in my book. It follows Cora, born on the Randall
Plantation in Georgia, as she escapes via the underground railroad—here an actual rail line underground. Hunted
by an obstinate, vicious slave-catcher, Cora travels through multiple states and their various flavors of racism. I once
came across an observation that YA dystopias were basically reality for minorities. Technically, a lot of dystopias apply.
Dystopia doesn’t really cover Cora’s world, partly because it’s not some imagined possibility (despite Whitehead’s obvious
imaginative construction), but a historically-based reality. Interspersed at the beginning of each major chapter are actual
runaway slave advertisements that Whitehead got from the digital archives of the University of North Carolina. This is a
big ol’ mirror pointed straight at the U.S..
It’s a Pulitzer winning historical fiction (the historical railroad notwithstanding) concerning racism. I don’t think
this subgenre has a name, but Edward P. Jones’s The Known World falls into the category, as does at least one of Toni
Morrison’s books. Given current racial tensions, it’s hard not to see the book as immediate and relevant.
The writing is fluid and solid, seamlessly pulling you into the world of the book. The chapters alternate between a
character-piece on someone in Cora’s orbit, and Cora’s time in a given state. It has a nice rhythm. It’s a book that grabs
you and doesn’t let go; it gets under your skin and into your head. An amazing read.

The Power by Naomi Alderman

W

reviewed by Aspen Grove Used Book Buyer Kathy Esher

ould things be better if women ruled the world? The novel The Power by Naomi is a meditation on the
nature and progression of power, and it seems that power is not at all concerned about who wields
it. Roxanne Monke is the daughter of a crime boss. She is a loyal sister among brothers, and even before
the coming of this new, fierce power in women, she can hold her own among men. Once the power arises in her, she
develops an Amazon stature, even among women. What is appealing about her is her incredibly efficient, reality-based,
and practical approach to things. With, or without the power, she knows how to find her way…
As the story begins, we are introduced to a diverse cast of widely dispersed characters and become familiar with
the conditions of their lives which will shape their roles in the great, worldwide shift of power which is beginning to
happen. We meet a city employee mom and her daughter, a Nigerian reporter, an abused foster child who is on the lam
for killing her foster father, a crime syndicate family. These threads will intertwine in a way that makes a world-wide,
cataclysmic change plausible.
This book is an exploration of the dynamics of power. It’s the world reimagined, sort of…For people who enjoyed
Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale, for enthusiastic sexists, racists, nationalists, globalists, ageists, or anyone who
thinks that the world would be a better place if “we” were in charge, here is one of the New York Times top ten books of
2017 that asks the question: would it be better if…?

The New Me by Halle Butler

T

reviewed by Aspen Grove Buyer Margaret Noteman

he New Me is a well written and darkly funny satire, and the perfect guilty read for every woman who did all the
right things—education, relationship, friends—and still struggles to have the life she wants, finding it always
out of reach.
Millie, a perennial temp, begins her latest assignment, answering the phone at a Chicago design house, hoping it will
lead to a permanent position, while not really wanting that either. Still financially dependent on her parents at 30, Millie
has alienated her college friends by choosing her boyfriend over them, lost the guy, dislikes the temp work that comes
her way and desperately wants a new life. If only it was as easy as buying new clothes, eating healthy but budget breaking
trendy food, finding less boring friends and starting a new exercise routine (or in my case, getting another degree, or
even better, two, then the perfect life will be mine!) Still Millie has a predictably unfulfilling life, sabotaging herself at
every turn. And even if she can check all the right boxes and pull it off, does this magical mythical life even exist?
Pull on your oldest sweats, grab that favorite treat not allowed on your diet and the forbidden drink you long for and
settle in with The New Me. Who knows, maybe those Madewell jeans you have your eye on hold the answer to life’s
mysteries. And if not, there’s always that cashmere sweater at Anthropologie…

Once Upon A River by Diane Setterfield

I

reviewed by Aspen Grove Bookseller Kathy Baum

recently listened to the audio book of Once Upon A River by Diane Setterfield, Tattered Cover’s V.I.B. (Very
Impressive Book, now known as Book of the Month) from December 2018. Below is the review from Lainie, our
Frontlist buyer:
Somewhere along the Thames, tail end of the 1800s: A battered stranger dumps a mysterious young girl at the
doorstep of the Swan Inn, and myriad parties in town lay claim to her. Local folklore and family trauma collide in
the unraveling of her identity. Not since 2006’s The Thirteenth Tale have we had such a deliciously gothic yarn
from Setterfield. You’ll want to discuss (and debate!) with friends.
Once Upon a River is a fairy-tale/mystery mashup that will keep you turning the page and staying up late to see
what happens next. A dead girl and an injured stranger turn up one evening at an Inn on the Thames River where
storytelling is the nightly entertainment. After the dead girl returns to life, the question becomes: who is she?
One of my favorite characters (among many) is Robert Armstrong, the son of a white aristocrat and his black maid.
Robert has a genteel, yet commanding manner and leads a quest to find out of the young girl who turned up to the Inn
is his missing granddaughter.  
The writing is beautiful, and the Thames River is as much of a character as the people who live in this magical land. I
loved how Setterfield evoked the physical and mystical characteristics of the Thames amidst the interwoven stories of
three families. The fantastical Inn where the story begins is a reminder that storytelling is an art form that connects us
all. The suspense builds in the book as the water rises on the Thames after weeks of rain. When Robert, his son Robin
and the evil Victor Nash meet at the edge of the river, not everyone will make it out alive.
This is a great book for readers of Carlos Ruiz Zaffon, author of Shadow of the Wind, and it definitely deserved its
spot on our Book of the Month list.

The Salt Path by Raynor Winn

F

reviewed by Aspen Grove Buyer Margaret Noteman

or as long as I can remember I’ve longed to make a Pilgrimage: The Camino de Santiago, Mecca, trekking in Nepal
and the Pyramids of Giza topped a long list. For me, walking was an integral part of the journeys I hope to make
one day. Although I’ve made it to Petra, Delphi and the Hagia Sophia, I arrived by plane and bus, though at Petra we
did ride the final leg of the journey, the Siq, on horseback. Despite many years of reading British novels, I was unaware of
the existence South West Coast Path, a 630 journey from Somerset to Dorset, until reading The Salt Path.  
At age 50, Ray and her husband Moth have just lost their farm and everything they’ve worked for when Moth is
diagnosed with a devastating condition. What to do? Homeless and without funds they pick up rucksacks and a tent
and set off to hike the entire South West Coast Path, their only guide a book by Paddy Dillon. Ray and Moth experience
unexpected anger and kindnesses, geology both challenging and breathtaking, hunger, thirst and hardship. Are they in
denial? Without a doubt. Yet as we experience each sorrow and joy along with them, step by step, they walk from their
old life, and old selves, to a new life and new selves as they test their limits, physical and mental, and rediscover their
love for each other.
Reading The Salt Path I realized how much it is about the journey itself, and not the destination, that is pilgrimage.
The South West Coast Path has been added to my long list, even if just for a few days walk.

The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah

F

reviewed by Aspen Grove Fiction Book Club Member Kira Buono

ebruary’s pick for the fiction book club was Kristin Hannah’s newest title The Great Alone. Quite a few of us had
read and enjoyed The Nightingale due to her absolutely beautiful writing, and hoped for something similar; of
course, Hannah delivered. The Great Alone is a well-crafted story—an exploration of how PTSD can affect a
family—that sucks you in from the moment you pick it up.  
After the patriarch of the family returns home from Vietnam, the Allbrights move to rural Alaska to start a new life.
What they don’t realize is that they are sorely unprepared for what Alaska’s winters have to bring in many different
respects. This book takes you through their journey of moving to Alaska to live off of the land, being part of a community
which relies on each other’s support to survive, and reevaluating their dynamic as a family. I loved Leni Allbright.
She is a survivor and adapts to any situation that is thrown at her at the drop of a hat. She was a powerful force of
the community. The best section of the book involved a major event in the Allbright family forcing Leni to make an
impossible-to-her decision regarding their life in Alaska, her newfound love.
For those of you who enjoyed To the Bright Edge of the World by Eowyn Ivey—for the theme of Alaska as a
character—or like novels with a strong sense of power in community, this is for you. You will physically feel the cold
Alaska air when you pick up this book.

Round Ireland with a Fridge by Tony Hawks
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reviewed by Aspen Grove Bookseller Daniel Thorne

ound Ireland with a Fridge is the story of a guy going round Ireland with a fridge—the clue is in the title. This
is a bizarre nonfiction story, not thrillingly written, but is regardless the great fridge hitchhiking story of our
time.
I would recommend handing this to anyone who has a fridge, mostly because the fridge is my favorite character. But
on the off-chance someone has a predisposed disliking of the appliance, you might give it to someone who is also Irish.

Norma by Sofi Oksanan

L

reviewed by Aspen Grove Manager Portia Graf

ast semester, I took a college class that was in part working with the University of Colorado Denver’s literary
journal called the Copper Nickel while also teaching about the publishing industry as a whole. We were assigned
the task of finding a “best cover for 2018” and Norma was my pick. I was fascinated by the beautiful cover and
then intrigued by the story, enough to special order the book from out of the country to read.
In present day Helsinki, Norma works hard to be a completely ordinary young woman, while her supernatural hair
works against her. She struggles on a day to day basis to maintain control—her hair is sensitive to the slightest changes
in her mood and those of people around her, corkscrewing when danger is near, and growing at nearly a meter a day—
let alone when her mother “commits suicide”. When Anita Naakka jumps in front of an oncoming train, Norma is not
only left alone to grieve and to hide her secret, but she is also left trying to solve the mystery of her mother’s death.
Setting out to reconstruct her mother’s final months, Norma realizes that her mother knew more about the sinister
truth behind Norma’s magical hair and it’s abilities.  
I find Norma fascinating. She has so much drama to deal with on so many different levels, let alone the fact that
her hair reacts to it all as a separate entity. She is being attacked from all sides—both in passive and actively aggressive
fashions—and yet she endures. She is written as an introverted, quiet character trying to stifle this incredibly active
head of hair, but she is far from weak. It’s a unique blend of personality traits that in trying times really make for an
incredible protagonist.
It takes a little bit to get into the swing of this book. Had I not already had an idea about what was happening—
particularly with Norma’s unique hair—I would have had a difficult time keeping track of the plot. There are definite
differences in style and prose since it’s foreign which made for a refreshing fun read, and considering the fact that this
is translated from the original Finnish and the magical realism style of writing, it is well worth the commitment. In
many ways, it reminds me of the magical realism in Gabriel Garcias Marquez’s works, as well as the European fiction/
mystery prose seen in writer’s like Jo Nesbo.
“As Sofi Oksanen leads us ever more deeply into Norma’s world, weaving together past and present, she gives us
a dark family drama that is a searing portrait of both the exploitation of women’s bodies and the extremes to which
people will go for the sake of beauty.” Norma by Oksanen is beautiful inside and out.

Furiously Happy by Jenny Lawson

J

reviewed by Aspen Grove Bookseller Jennifer Martin

enny Lawson shares and explains her crazy—her personal, Jenny-specific, unique crazy that makes her just like
everyone else suffering from mental illness, but also completely individualizes her experiences—in her hilarious
book Furiously Happy. It’s a nonfiction book of humor, memoir, and in some ways general psychology, perfect
for anyone with mental illness, with mentally ill loved ones, or just wants to better understand from a first-hand source.
In this case, it has been highly highly recommended by one of our booksellers, Anna, who I think recommended it
for the very first of these book talks. Despite the heavy subject matter, it’s a light and funny book. Coping strategies
are included, as well as additional pictures of the taxidermied raccoon on the cover.
If this book had a single goal, I’d say it’s to help people embrace their flaws and themselves. But to help remove
stigma surrounding mental illness. Each chapter is its own essay. Lawson is personable, funny, and endearing, as are
the primary people in her life. She’s funny and honest. Also, I’m pretty sure she would love Albert Spinestein.

The Cheerleaders by Kara Thomas

“B

reviewed by Aspen Grove Manager Portia Graf

eautiful. Talented. Popular. Dead.” There used to be a cheerleading squad at Sunnybrook High years ago.
Nowadays—ever since the deaths of five cheerleaders five years back—cheerleading has been disbanded.
Monica, the little sister of one of the deceased, is convinced of foul play after finding Jen’s cell phone and
dozens of cryptic letters in her stepfather’s desk. As he was the cop assigned to the various murder scenes—a car crash
killing two, a break killing two, and lastly Jen’s suicide— and the one who shot and killed one of the girl’s neighbors
who stalked the poor girl, no one questioned that the guilty was dead. No one except Monica.
With the help of a couple of unlikely friends—one of which being the outcast boy who was the last to talk to Jen
—Monica goes as far as breaking into the police database to find out what really happened to the girls that everyone
loved. When Monica finally figures out who is behind what, it turns into a cross between Riverdale and Disturbia.
Plus, I love Monica’s dog, Mango. He’s just the little family dog in the background, but he’s always doing something
totally adorable. He’s a great comic relief, even just in his perking up at the word “walk” or him plopping down at the
end of the bed. It’s thrilling and I had to know what happened next!
What struck me about The Cheerleaders is that, though it is a young adult novel, it reads much like an adult
murder mystery. There’s no science fiction, no fantasy, and really minimal romance; just straight up mystery. The
only real difference is the age of the sleuth. I have read a few books classified in YA mystery, but this one feels
much less focused on the love interests and the often supernatural explanations, making it stand out. If you liked
Riverdale, Disturbia, Pretty Little Liars, The Chilling Adventures of Sabrina, or In A Dark Dark Wood, you
would enjoy Kara Thomas.
I would give this book to any young adult reader that likes darker plots, but is not totally sold on the supernatural
aspects that have become more and more common in that reading level. I enjoyed this book much more than I
expected to when reading the book jacket. It was a fun audio to hear.

Deep Creek by Pam Houston

D

reviewed by Aspen Grove Used Book Buyer Kathy Esher

eep Creek by Pam Houston is a non-fiction memoir that I picked up as an advanced reader copy about
a wondrous, inspiring memoir written by a Colorado writer/rancher. Pam Houston, a 20-something young
woman with no job, puts 5% down on a 15 year note for a ranch in Creede, Colorado. The Fire Diary Chapter is
an up-close and personal look at the new breed of forest fire which is fostered by climate change. It is a detailed journal
of the West Fork and Papoose fires which surrounded and threatened Houston’s ranch in Creede, Colorado. The irony?
It occurred the same month of her final mortgage payment on the ranch.
“This book has been an effort to write my way to an understanding of how to be alive in the meantime, in the final
days, if not of the earth, then at least of the earth as I’ve known her. Because it has only been in knowing her that I’ve
come to know myself,” says Houston.
My takeaway: Pam Houston is a courageous woman, and like Mary Oliver, she finds that nature is her consolation
and healer. I think it is important for Houston’s deep love of, and concern for the natural world, and also for revealing
the redemptive power of deep commitment. I did give it to a nature and animal-loving friend of mine, but it is also a
book for fans of the poetry of Mary Oliver, H is for Hawk, and the work of Terry Tempest Williams. 5 out of 5 stars.

Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark by Alvin Schwartz

A

reviewed by Aspen Grove Bookseller Daniel Thorne

lvin Schwartz’s Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark was the hot topic in my middle school library. I used to
wait for them to come in from being checked out, they were so popular. Today, it remains a staple short story
collection for middle grade readers, young adults, and even still adults.
Schwartz began his career as a journalist, but, after the publication of his bestselling book A Twister of Twists,
a Tangler of Tongues, he devoted himself to becoming a collector and arranger of folk wisdom, rhyme, and silliness.
Schwartz is known for a body of work of more than two dozen books of folklore for young readers that explore
everything from wordplay and humor to tales and legends of all kinds. Schwartz is best known for the Scary Stories
to Tell in the Dark series, which featured gruesome, nightmarish illustrations by Stephen Gammell. The series was
America’s most frequently challenged book (or book series) for library inclusion of 1990-1999.
Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark is a collection of spooky tales for young readers, known for its creepy
tales and iconic images. The illustrations alone are worth the price of admission! All three volumes of Schwartz
and Gamell’s works are great, and I am proud to say that they haunted me for years! Five out of five!

Aspen Grove Book Talks

Last Thursday of every month, 6:00 pm,
Tattered Cover Aspen Grove

Our Aspen Grove booksellers are excited to share their favorite books for
adult readers and book groups. Receive 10 % off any recommended book
during the evening of the book talk.

Tattered Cover Book Clubs

Everyone is welcome to join us for one (or more!) of the following book club meetings.
For book selections, please pick up a monthly calendar in-store or check online at
www.tatteredcover.com/tc-weekly-bestsellers.
TC LoDo Book Club • Meets at 6:00 pm on the first Monday of every
other month at the Tattered Cover Historic LoDo.
Travel Lovers’ Book Club • Meets at 5:30 pm on the second Monday of
each month at the Tattered Cover Colfax Avenue.
Third Thursday Book Club • Meets at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday
of every other month at the Tattered Cover Colfax Avenue.
Mystery Book Club • Meets at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of every
other month at the Tattered Cover Colfax Avenue.
Aspen Grove Fiction Book Club • Meets at 3:00 pm on the third
Saturday of every month at the Tattered Cover Aspen Grove.
Aspen Grove Nonfiction Book Club • Meets at 6:30 pm on the third
Saturday of every month at the Tattered Cover Aspen Grove.

Other Book Clubs
Dom’s Book Club, MIX 100 FM • Dom Testa is host of Dom in the
Morning on Mix 100.3 and author of the YA science fiction Galahad series.
Look for the Dom’s Book Club display at any Tattered Cover location.
Mention the Dom Book Club when making your purchase to receive 20%
off the selection of the month (when purchased in store only)!
Denver7 Book Club • Meteorologist Lisa Hidalgo not only knows the
weather, she knows great books, and is an avid reader! Join us each month
for light refreshments and a lively discussion of Lisa’s monthly book pick.
The Denver7 Book Club is reserved for guests 21+. Registration is required,
visit tatteredcover.com.

Book Club Discounts

• Quanity discounts: 5 to 24 copies of the same title - 10 % discount; 25+ of
the same title - 15% discount
• TC Book Club Books - 10% discount on books presented during that month
• Recommened Reading Books - 10% discount the day of the talk

Upcoming Events
The Tattered Cover has a long history of hosting author events, averaging
over 500 a year. For complete and up-to-date information on the happenings
at Tattered Cover, please pick up a monthly calendar in our stores or visit
tatteredcover.com/events. All events are subject to changes beyond our control.

Bringing People & Books Together Since 1971
Aspen Grove 303-470-7050 • 24 hours a day at tatteredcover.com
Hours: Monday - Friday, 10:00 am - 9:00 pm; Saturday, 9:00 am - 9:00 pm;
Sunday, 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Subscribe to the Aspen Grove Customer e-Newsletter, in-store or online!

